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In our sharing today I hope to open a discussion of some of the
substantive challenges which a future democratic South Africa
must overcome.
But before going into' ' some of these challenges
let me initiate some discussion about concepts which, I suspect,
you've "beaten to death" in the last 4-5 weeks.
Race and race questions pervade and dominate all aspects of life
in the United States, South Africa, and the entire Southern
African region.
Throughout my presentation I use the term "race"
to mean a social construct developed and perpetuated by a
dominant group so as to systematically categorize and exclude
specific groups of people from the exercise of power. Race is
political.
It is, and has always been, a contested political
act.
In my view, race is inseparably linked to class and gender
questions.
Racism, in my view, is an ideology or ideologies
which may assume various forms but serves the purpose of
systematically legitimating acts of exclusion, domination,
subordination, exploitation and/or terrorization.
Sexism is inequity based on gender.
Like racism, it is developed
and systemic.- It can be manifested in individual behavior
and it can unfold in institutionalized discriminatory behavior.
As racism uses race stereotypes, sexism employs gender typing as
a way to justify and rationalize.
It also enshrines male
privilege and various unearned advantages men are born into,
socialized with and inculcated into their veritable beings.

I am not sharing these notions as "gospel" but only in a quest of
a common base for further discussion and reflection.
If we look
globally, we will find that race questions and gender issues
have a universality and a particularity at one and the same time.
Race questions in the USA are derived from and shaped by the
unique historical processes that have generally shaped US
society. Race and gender issues in South Africa result from the
specific history which South Africa has. There are in both
societies common and parallel aspects and there are factors
making each very unique.
For instance, despite being the most influential, if not
powerful, nation in the world, there is a noticeable insularity
and provincialism about the US.
This isolation factor shapes
questions of race and racism in the United States in multiple and
pervasive ways.
I think, for instance, that the African-American
struggle has become isolated not only from other struggles within
the USA but as well from various international struggles to which
there have been deep connections historically.
(Much of the link
to the South African situation these days has been more symbolic
than substantive as Senator Paul Simon has frequently, and I
think, accurately, observed.)
Today, unlike the sixties and the
early eighties both the strategies for ending racially oppressive
situations and the formulations of racism are forged in a cocoon.
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It's almost like the African American struggle itself has donned
one huge t-shirt for the world reading ~ "it's a black thing ... you
wouldn't understand!" For the victims of racial oppression this
has had specific ramifications--a theme to which I will return
later when I discuss how anti-racism is thought about and
formulated.
Some aspects of the current state of racial affairs in the USA
ar,e traceable to a specific and, I think, very "American"
historic behavior.
"Race" and "racism" are rarely talked about
by the majority group in the United States. Despite the
omnipresent nature of the two phenomena, they are not voluntarily
discussed by most in the USA's majority white population.
If
race and racism come up in conversation, it is under specific
conditions:
1)
they are discussed in a safe and non-threatening
way, often in coded language, e.g., a discussion of "those living
in the inner-city" or "those welfare people"; 2) they are brought
up in the presence of a person of color as a concession to that
person of color (often whether the person of color raises them or
not); 3) conversations which take place within an excluding group
so the discussion can be conducted in a more at ease fashion,
with pejorative terms which show the real feelings the person has
(i.e., talks where the language will not be checked or challenged
by anyone).
Then, of course, there are those who do not discuss "race" and
"racism" because they are beyond such things.
They are the "I've
never known prejudice" group or the group that doesn't need to
examine and reflect about race matters because they've "done all
that" and/or they "know about all that stuff". 1 Invariably, they
were raised in one of those geometrically growing numbers of
families in which "there is no prejudice".
John Powell, a friend from my 1960's Tanzanian days and former
national director of the American Civil Liberties Union, now here
at the University of Minnesota Law School where he directs the
Institute on Race and Poverty, believes it critical to find ways
to talk about race.
He recently observed in an article called
"Talking Race":
Whites are also uncomfortable with minorities directly
focusing on race and racial hierarchy. Often there is
1

By way of contrast, look at South African society where a
pervasive race order has also prevailed. Whites there, of all
political persuasions, are and have always been eager to discuss
their race problems. And there is a long tradition of extensive
White writing on race of which, Gerhart Schuttes's What Racists
Believe and June Goodman and Ben Schiff's Heart of Whiteness, are
two recent examples.
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a belief that minorities place inappropriate importance
on race. As one white person put it, minorities
focusing on race reminds her of ~dolescence.
'It's
just something they have to grow out of ... ' Direct
discussion of race is not easily tolerated.
The
apparent solution is to not talk about race, but for
the sensible racial others to transcend race. 2
In a report I wrote for the MacArthur Foundation nearly two years
ago on South Africa I noted that a colleague, Canadian political
scientist John Saul, once introduced the subject of the
challenges before South Africa saying the following, "now for the
hard part, that is, some of the challenges 3 before the new postapartheid government."
What are some of those challenges? Are they any harder than the
tasks facing any newly independent post-colonial state? How the
substance, direction and quality of the bilateral relations
between South Africa and the United States will finally evolve is
one of many serious challenges which the new South Africa now
faces.
cir put more succinctly, what are the new relations
between South Africa and the USA going to be like?
The East-West Cold War paradigm that drove US policy towards
South Africa and Africa in general is now largely dead.
It has
been replaced by a new framework in which development in South
Africa will be motored by a market economy awash with McDonald's
and Coke bottles. The ANC government for instance, is currently
implementing a new National Growth and Development Plan with
emphases on market forces, privatization and deregulation. 4 As
Vice President Al Gore stressed on inauguration eve 1994 at
Johannesburg's Market Theater in a speech that deserves to be
quoted at length:
For the United States, this transformation (the dismantling
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Powell, John, "Talking Race: An Essay", Hungry Mind
Review, 31, Fall, 1994, p. 15.
This issue of this St. Paul
Minnesota magazine is devoted to race. Besides some excellent
book reviews, over half of the magazine is devoted to the
fascinating responses which many of their readers gave to a race
questionnaire in a previous issue.
3

There are many that could be focused on, e.g. the role of
South Africa's white-dominated civil service, a problem which
Chicago's Harold Washington administration also had to overcome
when Harlod was elected Mayor in 1983.
4

Murray, Martin,

The Revolution Deferred.
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of apartheid) has special significance. After all, - for
decades Americans agonized over the horrors of our own
apartheid ... We start on this partnership from a strong
similarity and outlook.
President-to-be Mandela ... has
committed himself and his government to an economic policy
and program that eschews failed ideologies ... the businessmen
and women of the United States are genuinely excited ... We
know how good it can be ... We want to join South Africans
in helping to rebuild the economy ... to expand opportunities
for the previously disadvantaged to be successful
entrepreneurs in order to share in the dynamic growth of the
economy.
Perhaps the June 6, 1994 Christian Science Monitor best captured
US government attitudes towards South Africa in an article
headlined, "US pushes South Africa as a Model". The accelerating
US involvement in South Africa, the article relates, is not
directed at the 7 million homeless South Africans or the 25%
living in abject poverty. Rather, as James Hackney, counsellor
to the late US Secretary of Commerce Ron Brown, notes:
" ... we're
looking at a $200 billion opportunity for foreign firms over the
next four to five years." Many key US firms are yet to venture
towards South Africa.
For them, Africa remains a continent in
cognito. And sadly, many companies now advancing on South Africa
do so moved by the opportunity to cut some deals (see the June 5,
1994 Washington Post article entitled "USIA Hosts Deal-Making
Conference for US and South African Firms") rather than make a
contribution to South Africa's reconstruction and growth.
For years in US foreign policy making circles there has been much
speculation and anxiety about what economic path(s) would be
taken by the new ANC-led South Africa. This was especially true
in the 1970s and 1980s when the US State Department regarded the
ANC as a terrorist organization. Document after document,
conference after conference, speech after speech indicated a
socialist-oriented new South Africa. This led to much concern
when the ANC won the 1994 elections. Now there is little doubt.
What has emerged is a South African government wrapped in a
passionate embrace with capitalism. As a recent article about
Nelson Mandela's heir apparent, Vice President Thabo Mbeki,
stated:
(Mr. Mbeki) pushed hard for his party to renounce socialism,
which it did in 1990. The government now embraces
privatization and free enterprise to a degree that might
have shocked even the Reagan administration:
Cabinet
Ministers talk about privatizing the post office, highways,
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water utilities--nearly everything but the army. 5
As I visit South Africa these days ana keep seeing the us
automobiles, television shows, C.D.s, fashions, movies, 100,000
phrase super talk barbies, computers, etc., I keep hearing in my
head the Michael Jordan 'Be Like Mike' ditty (this is a difficult
issue for me because a friend of mine serves as an agent of sorts
for pro football star Richard Dent, and basketballers Scottie
Pippin and Michael Jordan. He keeps urging me to help him set up
a Michael Jordan Tour of South Africa).
My concern is derived not only from the fact that the log cabinto-white house mythology has not worked any too well for large
segments of the USA population. Nor is it just the product of
serious doubt that Clinton administration at the end of the day
will -produce what it says it will produce (for example, the socalled new policy towards Angola has not resulted in any
substantive change in practice). And already revealing facts
like how the $600 million new funds Clinton promised South Africa
will, in reality, simply be old funds drawn from moneys promised
to other African countries make me concur with Africa Policy
Information Center Director, Imani Countess when she observes
"the most substantive changes contemplated seem to be
organizational (and ornamental) rather than substantive, perhaps
a trip by President Clinton to the new South African success
story ·. "
My concern about the USA-RSA nexus also stems from the scale and
complexity of the problems which South Africa confronts. How can
a country patterning itself after the USA's vision of development
and growth hope to address the kinds of challenges South Africa
now faces?
Let us look at some other examples of US modeling and help.
In
1991 the US government committed to help Mozambique with its
crises through a massive infusion of aid.
That year 3,000
foreign technicians earned $180 million, three times the entire
wage bill of Mozambique's 100,000 member civil service including
teachers and health care workers.
In light of this record and
what I know of the USA, I find myself at times querying, will
flooding South Africa with US technicians, consultants and peace
corps help address tasks like creating training programs and jobs
for 2.5 million people over the next 5 to 10 years? Or another
case, what wisdom can the US offer, given US attitudes towards
government intervention into health care, in a situation like
South Africa where creating a minimal health delivery system
Africa will require an initial government injection of $300
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Daley, Suzanne, "Mandela's Successor: Skillful But Lacks
a Common Touch," New York Times, Tuesday, July 23, 1996, p.5.
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million per year?
Increasingly, South Africa government ' attitudes towards the 2.5
million - 4.1 million illegal immigrants in the country worries
me .
I keep hearing echoes of the US attitude toward immigrants.
The ANC Member of Parliament in Charge of the Parliamentary
Committee looking at immigration recently said that a desire to
have a rights-based culture shouldn't apply to immigrants as
there are few countries in the world which would extend human
rights to non-citizens. 6 (Incidentally, Chief Gatsha Buthelezi
is the main cabinet minister, as Minister of Home Affairs,
dealing with the problem.)
All of South Africa's immigration
policies have direct and indirect regional, even continental,
effects.
One recent example of the challenge before regional
cooperation efforts is the South African Mozambique compact
arranging the settlement of 1,000 white farmers in Mozambique's
Niassa province, some of Mozambique's prime agricultural land.
It is argued by many that this deal was consummated in a quid pro
quo fashion because of South Africa pressuring Mozambique to
accept it in order to keep Mozabican migrant workers legally
present in South Africa.
Such workers, as all concerned know,
have for years been a primary source of Mozabican foreign
exchange.
President Nelson Mandela said in his inspiring and poetic May 10,
1994 inaugural speech, "our daily deeds as ordinary South
Africans must produce an actual South African reality that will
reinforce humanity's belief in justice, strengthen its confidence
in the nobility of the human soul and sustain all our hopes for a
glorious life for all ... " He closed by saying that "the sun
shall never set on so glorious a human achievement."
President Mandela reiterated his nation's commitment in his July
11, 1996 speech to both Houses of the British Parliament. After
an impressive opening in which he spoke of the rejection which
the early ANC leaders received from the British lawmakers, he
then said:
despite that rebuff and the terrible cost we had to bear as
a consequence, we return to this honoured place neither with
pikes nor a desire for revenge, nor even a plea to your
distinguished selves to assuage our hunger for bread.
Then with the grace which is the hallmark of Mandela's
leadership, he asserted:
We take this opportunity once more to pay tribute to the
millions of Britons who, through the years and like others

6

Weekly Mail

&

Guardian, June 7, 1996.

7

elsewhere in the world, stood up to say no to apartheid.
Our emancipation is their reward. We know that the freedom
we enjoy is a richly textured gift, handcrafted by ·ordinary
folk who would not allow that their own dignity as human
beings should be insulted.
In the acceptance of that gift is contained an undertaking
by our people that we shall never again allow our country to
play host to racism ... 7
Shadowed by these nearly magical words, a second, tremendous
challenge lies ahead of South Africa and its people.
That is the
task of transforming political, economic and social institutions
which for the last three centuries have been the building blocks
of apartheid. A system of social relations forged almost wholly
within a racially-based, socially engineered modality of super
exploitation, must be turned into a non-racist society.
How can
such a society be attained? The ANC decided that by working with
other political parties in a government of national unity, steps
could be taken towards healing the bitter racial scars of white
oppression while combining black aspirations and labor with white
capital and know-how, thus making South Africa the key
contributing partner in the Southern Africa region and perhaps in
Africa as a whole. Neither the party nor the government,
however, pave yet articulated .detailed and specific plans for
eliminating the racism and racial privilege and ethnic chauvinism
that yet abounds throughout South Africa.
A related endeavor that must be confronted in a radical,
substantive and sustained manner is that of transforming South
African society so that women can fully and equally participate.
Today, the reality often totally contradicts the rhetoric of a
non - racist, non-sexist, non-homophobic society. Women are
abused, objectified, exploited and brutalized in all aspects of
their lives.
The level of violence against women, specifically
rape and spousal abuse, cannot be matched anywhere else in the
world.
Ultimately, perhaps, the essential prerequisite to
asserting and achieving full equality and participation for women
in South Africa is going to be the extent to which women
organize, but in the meanwhile it must be noted that simply
passing a non-sexist constitution and bill of rights is far a cry
from the elimination of gender oppression and exploitation.
A special dimension to the challenge which the new South Africa
faces within the over-all construction of new social relations is
the division and ethnic conflict between so-called coloreds,
mixed blood persons, and blacks. The question of the coloreds in
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"Mandela and a 'Force of Change"', Guardian (London), July
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South Africa and colored politics, it seems to me, should have a
special relevance to those of us in the US's various "colored"
communities, i.e., African-Americans, ,. Puerto Ricans, Mexicans,
and all those marooned, quadrooned, octarooned and dragooned
through the years.
Our communities, especially the AfricanAmerican community, are most parallel to the coloreds in South
Africa, not to the Sotho speakers, Ngunis, Shanganas, Ovambos and
Herero .

.

Indeed, the very history of the formation of South Africa's
colored community resonates with parallels to various dynamics
that have occurred or occur within the USA's black communities.
Recently, interviews and discussions with various leadership in
the Western Cape's colored community detailed some of the
following as historical, current and future trends and reasons
for the divisions and tensions between South Africa's coloreds
and blacks:
In tpe Western Cape province, old influx control laws made
it seem as if no blacks were there-there was a relatively
small influence presence in comparison to the self awareness
of the predominance of coloreds ... Therefore,
1 . Coloreds see blacks as a threat to their resources.
2. The result of the above is an emergence of competing
race-based identities and a new aspect to racism.
3. There is still de facto residential segregation, with few
positive contacts between the two groups; negative
impressions are reinforced.
4. Social construction of identity is based on the
historical cultures of each group.
5. Now, local elections have divided the [colored and
African] groups even further .
. . . Further:
1. The failure of the colored community to take in a

progressive agenda has been a product of the historic
decision under apartheid to enforce separation.
2. There is a need for a cultural reconstruction.
3. The future in South Africa will create a much larger
colored community, as biracial families increase. 8
What all this history and the current situation (including other
sites like Natal Province where the contest is with the Zulu
people) means is that today the ANC and other political
organizations are wrestling with "ethnicity" as a new reality.
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Taken from Joe Barndt and Basil Clunie, Report of
Discussions at International Anti-Racism Network Development
project, South Africa, May 27-June 9, 1996.
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The past positions of "non-racialism" and an undifferentiated
"Africanness" are no longer adequate.
Deputy Minister of
Constitutional Affairs Mohamed Valki Moosa commented in the May
31, 1996 Weekly Mail &Guardian on extensive internal discussion
taking place within the ANC National Executive Committee. He
said:
if we make the mistake made by the Left in many other parts
of the world - simply to ignore ethnicity or claim it does
not exist - we run the risk of ethnicity rearing its head in
a divisive form, as in other African countries and Central
Europe.
A Western Cape colored ANC Member of Parliament put it even more
poignantly recalling:
I have always thought of myself as black but the people out
there don't and they came to me and say, what have you done
for us coloreds ... and what can I say? I can't say you don't
exist for me because you say you are colored and I think you
are black ... you know your own people.
Former Vice-President DeKlerk and the Nationalist Party are also
aware of the ethnic tensions and conflicts in South Africa. As
we all know, the apartheid system was founded on playing one
group off against another. All over South Africa, one can
observe the Nationalist Party's constant use of the colored "race
card" through "swart gevaar" (black peril) tactics, and
organizing against affirmative action. Nevertheless, despite the
initial victories achieved by the Nationalist Party and others
capitalizing on this situation, the 1996 local elections showed
significant gains for the ANC even amongst rural colored voters
in the Western Cape.
A third major challenge which faces the new South Africa is what
I identify as the disarming of South African society.
It entails
the demilitarization of South Africa, the denuclearization of the
country and gaining control over a defense and arms industry that
has functioned for years as almost a separate state.
Several
days spent with a South African brigadier, who had led SADF
forces in Angola, Namibia and Soweto gave me much insight into
the nature of the military mind set in South Africa. We were
together at the May, 1994 Cairo Conference on Peace Keeping in
Africa sponsored by the International Peace Academy.
I was
sitting behind the brigadier and I listened as with side comments
he derisively mocked every plan brought forward for introducing
multilateral peacekeeping contingents into conflict situations so
as to minimize loss. Throughout the conference, the brigadier
largely listened, always very attentively.
In the beginning he
seemed uncomfortable, an Afrikaaner, mixing with all these black
African officers.
But gradually his discomfort eased because
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after all, they shared soldiering and military life. He finally
addressed the entire conference hall, a dramatic moment, by
stating, "my perspective, is simple. ' 'You must simply deploy the
boys better armed, better equipped, better trained, better led,
better fighters and ready to run it." His forces had learned
from the Americans in Vietnam that the best kind of peacekeeping
was "grab them by the balls and the hearts and minds will
follow!"
Other indications of the scale of the transformation that must
occur in South Africa for demilitarization to have meaning are
evident in the information that is now being unearthed about how
sophisticated South Africa's military and nuclear programs have
become.
David Albright's article in the Bulletin of Atomic
Scientists (June 1994) about South Africa's six gun-type, easily
transported nuclear weapons built by government-owned Armscor are
but the proverbial tip of the iceberg in terms of potential South
African military and nuclear capacity.
The May/June issue of the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists recently
highlighted another component of the awe-inspiring South African
military machine that must be dismantled.
Since 1990 more than
500 South African former special commandos have been working
together as a paid mercenary unit called "Executive Outcomes, a
military training and advisory firm." Besides their mercenary
and military skills, Executive Outcomes has also set up cellular
phone networks and distributed Bibles. Their work is not illegal
under current South African law and the Bulletin notes that since
1989 the company has expanded to six countries in addition to
their ongoing involvement in Angola, most recently Sierra Leone.
Until they are reined in or return home, a prospect which the
Bulletin feels is unlikely, Executive Outcomes remains an ominous
group of South Africa's ambassadors of militarism.
It should also be noted that, in general, the intensity of the
debate now raging in South Africa about how to convert from a
war-centered polity to a more normalized country, where war is a
component part, is at a level far deeper and more generalized
than the conversion debate being conducted in the USA.
The
quotation below, excerpted from a discussion paper "the Armaments
Industry Debate: A Cost Benefit Approach" (June, 1994), gives a
flavor of the debate, one in which the Defense Minister, Joe
Modise and his main deputy, Ronnie Kasrils, both leading ANC
figures, have consistently argued positions that would warm the
hearts of any US Pentagon lobbyist:
... Arms control policy must stem from foreign policy, not
the other way round. Unless this happens, the battletesting in countries like Yugoslavia, and arms exports to
countries like Rwanda could damage our post apartheid
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credibility ... Today many nations that have invested
heavily in defense in the past have turned their attention
to converting defense activities ' lnto competitive commercial
activity. While the results have not been promising, South
Africa should also seek to establish how the heavy
investment in militarism of the past can be turned into
civilian focused benefits . Government is especially
important in this regard since defense conversion requires a
national effort .
Land mines, and South African policy on them, is another
illustration of South African duality and contradiction in
Defense Department policies. While banning the export and
deployment of land mines and encouraging South African de-mining
enterprises throughout the region (often in countries, e.g.
Mozambique and Angola, where South Africa led the way in mining
them in the first place), the Defense Ministry and the South
African National Defense Force (SANDF) have begun producing and
stockpiling "smart mines" in an even bigger way than the Clinton
administration.
Like the Clinton administration, the South
African position is that rather than banning land mines totally,
countries should use "smart mines" which self-destruct after a
fixed period of time.
I began this brief discussion alluding to race, racism and antiracism in the United States. Any number of indicators, including
the black church burnings and prison conditions for young black
and Latino men and women, point out today that it is the United
States and no longer South Africa, that has the world's most
racially-ordered society. And if not the most racially-ordered,
the USA may today be (and perhaps has always been) the polity
where the most intense and bitter racial antagonisms are to be
found.
Hence, let us return to a more comparative framework.
In an essay written in late 1994 entitled "Beloved Community: A
World Without Racism", bell hooks shared the following
observation about one aspect - a critical one - of current race
relations in the United States, "More than ever before in our
history, she argued, black Americans are succumbing to and
internalizing the racist assumption that there can be no
meaningful bonds of intimacy between blacks and whites." 9
In some senses bell hooks' observation was neither new nor novel.
Alexis de Tocqueville commented on the racial division in America
more than one and a half centuries ago. Gunnar Myrdal, the
Swedish sociologist noted the US's rising racial tensions in his
1944 study, An American Dilemma. The National Advisory
Commission on Civil Disorders (the Kerner Commission) concluded
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about US racial polarization in 1968, "Our nation is moving
toward two societies, one black and one white, separate and
unequal." And more recently, in 1992 :' revised in 1994, ·political
scientist Andrew Hacker (interestingly, yet another White male)
wrote the popular, often quoted, Two Nations.
Various Black commentators and analysts have been making the same
point for years.
Ranging from Frederick Douglass to W.E.B.
DvBois, Oliver Cox and Malcolm X, numerous writings coming from
Black and other oppressed US groups have long conveyed the tragic
patterns of exploitation, polarization and separation existing in
the USA.
bell hooks is joining distinguished company with her Killing Rage
and other writings.
The uniqueness of what she brings, perhaps,
is her perspective as a Black woman academic. Even in that
respect she is not a solitary voice for her writings are part of
a swelling stream of writings coming from an impressive group of
women of color ranging from better known figures like Toni
Morrison, Audre Lorde, Sandra Cisneros and Maxine Kingston to
less well-known contributors like Bonnie Dill, Barbara Ransby,
and Karin Aguilar-San Juan.
bell hooks' observation about the polarization in US society
today strikes me as one of the more impressive understatements
I've encountered.
It fails to capture the separation, bitterness
and hate which today characterizes much of the Black community's
feelings about "Whites".
It also seems, as much of her writing
does, to put the responsibility for righting the situation on the
shoulders of Black people.
It seems to me that the primary
source of racism in the USA is the dominant white community.
Further, and obviously, racism and racial violence from various
sectors of the white community, e.g., white young people, is not
waning but on the increase. There is too little examination of
the nature and character of this growing rage and hostility
emanating from today's White Americans, especially urban, working
class males.
I more strongly endorse a second observation bell hooks makes in
her "Beloved Community" essay, the one where she writes:
It is fascinating to explore why it is that black people
trapped in the worst situation of racial oppression enslavement - had the foresight to see that it would be
disempowering for them to lose sight of the capacity of
white people to transform themselves and divest of white
supremacy, even as many black folks today who in no way
suffer such extreme racist oppression and exploitation are
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convinced that white people will not repudiate racism.
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Probably as a result of my engagement 1 in and with Southern Africa
being almost equal to my involvements in the US, I have long been
struck with the capacity of the Southern African people to pursue
political visions that transcend race.
During the years of the armed national independence struggles
White people per se were not defined as the enemy . So far, this
remains the case today in South Africa despite occasional
rhetorical gestures like the slogan "one settler, one bullet"
that come from identifiably minority segments within the over-all
population. And some of the White hate sentiment emanated from
infiltrating elements of the South African security forces.
All over Southern Africa I have always been impressed with how
people suffering such pain and loss could yet have such a breadth
in their vision.
In Southern Africa there is a clarity about the
goal of struggle that I find missing in the USA. When African
leaders like Nelson Mandela, Agostinho Neto, Oliver Tambo,
Eduardo Mondlane and Amilcar Cabral articulated that they were
struggling for non-racism 11 and non~sexism it formed part of a
coherent, comprehensive and well thought-out vision that I often
- but not always - find woefully absent in what is articulated
here in the USA.
I am reminded of a famous talk Amilcar Cabral
gave in London in 1972 at Westminster Hall when he distinguished
between a "brother" and a "comrade". The hall was packed with
Londoners that night and Cabral answered many questions from the
audience, always patient, always speaking directly to the
10

11

hooks, bell, p. 269.

By non-racism what they were projecting was a society in
which race was stripped of its political & referencing function.
Becoming incidental like a freckle, toe size or body hair, race
would no longer be a determinant of life chances and
possibilities. The subject of the meaning of non-racism and how
that meaning changes from one historical context to another is an
immense topic in and of itself. Historian George Frederickson at
Stanford has spent much of his life doing that. His most recent
book, Black Liberation: A Comparative History of Black
Ideologies in the United States and South Africa is an
indispensable starting point for comparatively discussing the
differing objectives and strategies of the anti-racism movements
in the United States and South Africa. The book also
compellingly traces the history of how the two struggles have
impacted and enriched one another.
Especially impressive is the
chapter "'Black Man, You Are On Your Own': Black Power and Black
Consciousness." It is unfortunate that a fuller review of this
book could not be a larger part of this undertaking.
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questioner.
No question was viewed by him as silly or unworthy.
Finally, an older West Indian gentleman asked from the rear of
the gallery, "how is it, Mr. Cabral, -fou keep referring to us
blacks as 'comrades', you don't call us 'brother'?" Cabral
responded gently but firmly, "When I call you 'brother', this is
a function of biology and history. When we call one another
'comrade' we bestow on each other a specific political
responsibility."
It was quiet a moment, then the whole audience
broke into applause.
(This has been ver much on my mind since
recently I have been reading Joe Slovo's 122 Unfinished
Autobiography and was near tears reading about Nelson Mandela's
last minutes with a dying Joe Slovo! ! ! What extraordinary
feeling and love between two comrades!! They are feelings that
transcend racial or gender delineations and roles. Maybe only
intense political struggle can produce such a level of
feelings! ! )
Also, the address that the late Agostinho Neto gave at the
University of Dar Es Salaam, in February, 1974 comes to mind.
It
was only months before the Fourth Pan Africanist Congress, a
gathering dominated by a political agenda of Black nationalism
and racial separatism especially emanating from the AfricanAmerican delegation and certain quarters in Tanzania.
Dr. Neto
spoke on "Who is the Enemy? What is Our Objective?" Citing a
few lines cannot convey the full depth and clarity of his lecture
that afternoon but let me share the following extracts as typical
of the type of informed, clear envisioning done by the Southern
African leader.
In this part of his talk he was addressing the
African-American delegation who had already publicly denounced
Whites participating in the Angolan liberation struggle:
I do not wish to ignore at this moment the pressure
that is exerted on the liberation movements to maintain
so-called black purity. The case of America where the
racial struggle is the most apparent to the blacks, is
often cited ... What I am saying I do not wish to be
taken as criticism of our brave black American brothers
who know better than anyone how to orient their
struggle ... But allow me also to reject any idea on the
transformation of the national liberation struggle in
Angola into a racial struggle.
I would say that in
Angola the struggle also assumes a racial aspect since
12

Joe Slovo was the new South Africa's first Minister of
Housing. An internationally respected leader of South Africa's
guerrilla struggle, he was a long time and revered member of the
South African Communist Party and the African National Congress.
After his death, he has not been remembered as a white Jewish
man.
He is remembered and loved as a recipient of the ANC's
Isandlwanha award, one of its highest honors.

15

discrimination is a fact.
The black man is exploited
there.
But it is fundamentally a struggle against the
colonial system and its chief al l y, imperialism
( empha.s is mine) . 13
Earlier in the speech Dr . Neto addressed "isolation" - the factor
which I believe to be of inordinate importance in limiting the
envisioning done by many people of color (and people generally)
in the USA.
He said:
Ih my opinion, the national liberation struggle in
Africa cannot be disassociated from the present context
in which it is taking place; it cannot be isolated from
the world. A worker's strike in England, the
imposition of fascism on the Chilean people or an
·atomic explosion in the Pacific are all phenomena of
this same life that we are living and in which we are
seeking ways to a happy existence for man [sic] in this
world ... the historical bonds between our peoples and
other peoples in the world are becoming ever closer,
since there can be no other trend on earth.
Isolation
is impossible and is contrary to the idea of technical,
cultural and political progress. 1 4
My view is that in the USA our encounter with race and racial
questions (our struggle, if you will) is first inextricably
linked to and dependent upon other issues like class relations
and gender relations . I think that all people need to go through
stages of transformation:
1) undoing of racism 15 ; 2) becoming
anti-racist; 3) adopting non-racialism based on a heightened
understanding of the various groups constituting the global
mosaic.
Some people need more time to go through the stages than others.
Some people bring more pieces of racist (or sexist, "classist"
and/or homophobic) baggage than others as they begin the voyage.
Some bring old-fashioned steamer trunks, others sleek, streamlined backpacks.
I further believe that it's all very difficult,
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As quoted in Braganca, Aquino and Wallerstin, Imanuel ed.
The African Liberation Reader, Vol. 3, The Strategy of
Liberation, p. 217.
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IBID, p. 210.

The recent strategy of holding conversations about race
called "The Chicago Dinners" initiated by Clarence Wood and the
Human Relations Foundation of Chicago could be placed at the
beginning of the undoing stage.
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painful, and done in fits and starts. And that it's even more
challenging if those going through it are not guided by some kind
of vision, some kind of ideology, some kind of faith.
All of
this means a particular challenge for most in the USA because of
the unabated cynicism and crass negativity that is so abundant.
Countering this, and ending on a more positive note, I note as do
many observers and thinkers that for every new manifestation of
racism in act, attitude and violence in the USA there is a
corresponding group or individual standing up in resistance.
The
editor of the special issue of the Hungry Mind Review, Bart
Schneider, said in his opening Editor's Note.
It's all about
entering and engaging in some very messy territories (some of
which are areas being explored for the first time in South
Africa) :
My own fear of tackling the issue of race seemed, on
the surface, to be about entering a messy territory in
which nothing remotely conclusive could be said. My
greater fear was that in facing racial inequities, I
ultimately would be faced with myself and the choice
between continuing to look and act or retreating back
to a territory of greater comfort.
It seems to be a
choice that I share with many of our readers. 1 6
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